Officials confirm cougar sighting in UP

A trail camera snapped a photo of the animal
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· By JOHN FLESHER, AP Environmental Writer

GULLIVER, Mich. (WOOD) - State wildlife officials say they've confirmed the sighting of a cougar in Michigan's eastern Upper Peninsula.

The Department of Natural Resources said Wednesday it had determined that a trail camera in Chippewa County snapped a photo of a cougar wandering by one night last month.

Also, the DNR said it had verified two sets of cougar tracks found recently in the same county. One set was spotted near DeTour in late October and the other this week near Gulliver.

Wildlife biologist Kristie Sitar says this is the first time a cougar's presence in the eastern U.P. has been confirmed, and it's the fourth such confirmation statewide.

There have been numerous other reports of cougar sightings, but the department hasn't been able to verify them.
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